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Conducted yearly by Recreation
Resources Service

About the Services Study

Collects crucial information from you,
the directors

Now in its the 73rd year of assessment
for municipal leisure service providers
and the 53rd year for county leisure
service agencies. 

Goals:

Understand the receration
landscape of NC

Provide data to help you with
decision making



FTE Staff

State budget data
for

recreation
expenditures and

revenues across NC

Indoor/Outdoor
Facilities

Trail Usage
Types/Miles

This Year’s Study



1

Survey of
Departments



  Department Type
  

  Statewide
  

  Respondents
  

  Response (%)
  

  All types
  

  253
  

  133
  

  53
  

  Combination
  

  6
  

  4
  

  67
  

  County
  

  77
  

  41
  

  53
  

  Municipal
  

  170
  

  89
  

  52
  

Section 1: Representation

Table 1: Department type across NC and MCPRSS



  Population Class
  

  Population Served
  

  Departments
Statewide

  

  Respondents
  

  Response (%)
  

  A
  

  100,000 and up
  

  33
  

  18
  

  55
  

  B
  

  50,000 to 99,999
  

  29
  

  19
  

  66
  

  C
  

  25,000 to 49,999
  

  37
  

  24
  

  65
  

  D
  

  10,000 to 24,999
  

  56
  

  31
  

  55
  

  E
  

  5,000 to 9,999
  

  33
  

  19
  

  58
  

  F
  

  4,999 and under
  

  66
  

  23
  

  35
  

T A BL E  2 :  D E P A R T ME N T
R E SP O N SE S  BY

P O P UL A T I O N  C L A SS
A C R O SS  N C  A N D  I N

MC P R SS



  Prosperity Zone
  

  Departments
Statewide

  

  Respondents
  

  Response Rate
(%)

  

  North Central
  

  48
  

  25
  

  52
  

  Northeast
  

  20
  

  10
  

  50
  

  Northwest
  

  26
  

  12
  

  46
  

  Piedmont-Triad
  

  35
  

  19
  

  54
  

  Sandhills
  

  23
  

  11
  

  48
  

  Southeast
  

  37
  

  21
  

  57
  

  Southwest
  

  40
  

  21
  

  53
  

  West
  

  24
  

  15
  

  63
  

Economic Prosperity
Zones

Table 3. Department by prosperity zone across NC and in
MCPRSS

Fig. 1. NC Economic Prosperity Zones and public parks and
recreation departments

Administrative regions established to offer better collaboration between state and local agencies in
an effort to enhance communication and interaction for constituents.



Indoor Active Facilitiesa

Outdoor Active Facilitiesb

Support Facilities

d

Outdoor Passive Facilitiesc

Trail Use Type / Surface

e

Section 2:
Facilities

g Trail Miles / Park Acres

f

e

Universal Design Facilities
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Fig. 2. Number of departments that reported the presence of an indoor facility



INDOOR ACTIVE FACILITIES

Top five highest averages of facility types per department highlighted in red



Volleyball Courts Soccer Arena

Art Rooms
Gatekeepers House

(Historic Site)

Senior Art Center Overnight Lodge

Skate Park Fitness Rooms

ADDITIONAL
INDOOR
FACILITIES
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Outdoor Active Facilities

Top five highest averages of facility types per department highlighted in red



Playgrounds not

delineated by age

Inline Hockey Rink

Farmer’s Market Venue

OUTDOOR

ACTIVE

Cross Country Course

Gaga Pit

Shooting Sports

Facilities

Disc Golf Driving

Range

ADDITIONAL FACILITIES



OUTDOOR PASSIVE FACILITIES



Amphitheater
19%

Fishing Pier
17.4%

Boat Ramp
14.7%

Community Garden
12.8%

Lake
12%

Boat/Canoe/Kayak Rental
10.1%Campground, Primitive

3.1%

Miniature Train
1.6%

Percentage of Outdoor Passive
Facility (Details provided)



Outdoor Passive

Gazebo

Outdoor Rental
Spaces (undefined)

Millpond Dinghy Docks

Civic Green

Small Fishing Pond

Wildlife Observation
Deck Story Walk

RC Airplane Flying
Field

ADDITIONAL FACILITIES



UNIVERSAL DESIGN
FACILITIES



Support Facilities



B I K E  R E P A I R

S T A T I O N

C A M P  S T O R E

C O N C E S S I O N

S T A N D
F O O D  T R U C K

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

C H A R G I N G  S T A T I O N
( E V )

M A R I N A

R E S T R O O M

Restroom
39.1%

Concession Stand
30.7%

Bike Repair Station
12.6%

Charging Station (EV)
7.3%

Food Truck Infrastructure
6.1%

Camp Store
0.8%

SUPPORT FACILITIES %
(DETAILS)



TRAILS

2



TRAIL USE TYPE



Total Trail Surface Type and Total Park Acres



Trail miles reported by prosperity zone



Trail Use Miles by Prosperity Zone



Trail Miles by
Population Class



Trail Use Type Miles by Population Class



Personnel

3



Personnel



FTE Operations/Maintenance
Staff per Park Acre/Trail Miles



STATE BUDGET DATA
4



POPULATION REPRESENTED IN 2022 ANNUAL
FINANCIAL INFORMATION REPORT (AFIR)



Statewide Expenditures/Revenue



Population Class Representation



A
92%

B
85%

C
84%

D
75%

E
71%

F
46%

Population Class
Response Rate



Population Class Expenditures 



Population Class Revenue 



Southwest
78%

Northwest
76%

West
63%

Piedmont-Triad
61%

North Central
57%

Southeast
54%

Sandhills
45%

Northeast
40%

AFIR Prosperity Zone Response Rate

WEST - Population Represented
691,724

 NC - Population Represented
2,367,960

 NW - Population Represented
620,726

 NE - Population Represented
478,593

 SW - Population Represented
2,395,369

 PT - Population Represented
1,611,026

 SE - Population Represented
976,043

 SH - Population Represented
719,043



AFIR Prosperity Zone Response Rate



Prosperity Zone Expenditures



Prosperity Zone Revenue



PARKS & RECREATION
EXPENDITURES

REPORTED

$823 Million
or

$ 83 per Resident

Statewide Expenditures & Revenues
total and per capita

PARKS & RECREATION 
REVENUES REPORTED

$109 Million
or

$11 per Resident



Per Capita Spending Chart 2002-22

Figure 3. Statewide parks and recreation spending per capita since 2002-03. The 2014-15 year is blank due to lack of data.



Limitations

State budget data obtained from Office of Treasurer,
depends on accuracy of reporting government units.

MCPRSS data inferences limited to provided responses



IN THE FULL REPORT...

rrs.cnr.ncsu.edu/resource-library/

Full exploration of state budget data
Will be available on the RRS Website in the near future



FINAL THOUGHTS

What do you need for
decision-making?

Presenting your case to
others?

GIS...coming soon

Any Questions?
Email: klwhite7@ncsu.edu


